LIGHT IN THE DARKNESS

eturning from a rather fine feast at St Edmund’s Col-

lege late on Friday, having enjoyed good company and

feeling rather content in myself. I thought I would turn

on the television for a few minutes before bedtime.
There, before me, was unfolding the horror in Paris. The nature of
the catastrophe meant that news was seeping in slowly, as the
dreadful elements of the situation were revealed piece by piece.
When such outrages take place abroad, in the Middle East, we
hardly register them. But here, in our midst, in a place we know,
affecting people doing what we ourselves do - the terror is of a
different order. This affects, and will affect, our own lives, the way
we go about our business, the way that we look at people different
to us who live in our midst.

The question of why God allows such evil to happen is ages old,
and never looses its bitter poignancy, particularly at moments like
this. No true believer can fail to ask why God lets this take place,
why he doesn’t intervene. It was the question asked mockingly in a
concentration camp by a Nazi officer as a young boy was hanged.
Where is your God now? One bystander spoke up: There, on the end
of the rope.

Our God does not intervene in dramatic ways. I for one wish that
he did. But he chooses to stand with us in our bafflement and pain.
He chooses to die on the cross, questioning God, but forgiving his
murderers. This is our God - one who is with us in suffering, who
returns mercy for enmity. That is our response to evil, and in the
end the one thing that evil cannot answer: to give love for hatred,
forgiveness for aggression, light for darkness. That must be our re-
sponse to these outrages. That is what will defeat those who seek to
overwhelm the world with evil.

Fr Mark
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CALENDAR - TERM WEEK VI
Sunday 15 THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY OF THE YEAR
9.00 Sung Latin Mass
11.00 Sung English Mass

Monday 16 12.30 Mass St Edmund of Abingdon
6.30 Requiem Mass for Mons. Gilbey
Tuesday 17 1.05 Mass St Hilda/St Hugh of Lincoln
Wednesday 18  1.05 Mass
12.30 Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
Thursday 19 1.05 Mass
Friday 20 1.05,7.30 Mass
Saturday 21 1.05 Mass Presentation of the BVM

in Extraordinary Form (Tridentine)
4.30—5.30 Confessions

6.00 Vigil Mass of Sunday
Sunday 22 OUR LorDp JESus CHRIST, KING OF THE UNIVERSE
9.00 Sung Latin Mass

11.00 Sung English Mass

FR MARK LANGHAM - SR ANN SWAILES OP - FR PHILIP MOLLER SJ
Also in residence: FR JOE INGUANEZ




GILBEY REQUIEM

The annual Requiem for Mgr
Gilbey will be celebrated on Mon-
day at 6.30pm, followed by a
drinks reception.

BIBLE STUDY GROUP

Owing to the Gilbey Requiem,
there will be no bible study this
week. Next week: Ezekiel 37:1-14.

APOLOGETICS

The group meets next Saturday at
7.00pm in the Library to discuss
‘What is the role of the Pope in the
life of the Church? See facebook
for recommended reading. Contact
Hania Wfyciszczok (hmwb56) or
Michael Miller (mhlm?2)

MebpicAL ETHICS GROUP
Meeting on Tuesdays at 8.00pm in
the Library to discuss topics of spe-
cial (but not exclusive) interest to
medics. Contact Monika Kondra-
towicz (mk772).

SVP OVER CHRISTMAS

OLEM will open its doors so that
every night of the week during
winter homeless guests are provid-
ed with a safe and warm place to
sleep, a hot meal, and company
and friendship. Contact Fiona
Doherty (ftd21) if you can help.

JEWISH SOCIETY

Meet on Friday at 5.30 at Fisher
House to visit to Synagogue for
their Friday worship.

NovEMBER HoLY SouLs

During the month of the Holy
Souls, a folder will be left outside
the chapel for you to record the
names of your dear and loved ones
you would like to be remembered
in prayer at Mass.

CATHOLICISM FOR THE CURIOUS
A series of talks over lunch on
Mondays, given by Fr Mark in the
Fisher Room at 1.15, on topics to
do with Catholicism. This week:
End of Life Issues.

GRADUATE RETREAT

From 17 - 20 December, at the Bri-
ery Retreat Centre in Ikley, York-
shire. Cost likely to be £150-170
excluding transport to Yorkshire.
Please see Fr Mark if you need help
with this expense. See poster for
details.

MARRIAGE PREPARATION
A one-day course of marriage
preparation will be held at Fisher

House on Saturdai 21 November.




